
1. Welcome

Plans for EdCity include:

   A brand new, state-of-the-art two-form entry 
Ark Swift Primary Academy, alongside improved 
play facilities

   Expanded facilities for the Ofsted-outstanding 
Harmony Neighbourhood Nursery, increasing its 
capacity from 45 places to 75, and building new 
play space

   A brand new youth facility that will provide exciting 
opportunities, sports facilities and affordable 
activities to local young people

   A council-operated, expanded Adult Community 
Learning Centre 

   132 new homes, 50 per cent of which would be 
affordable homes to help meet local need, with 
the other half available for private rent

   New education hub for Ark and other charitable 
and third-sector organisations

   A new pedestrian route connecting the White 
City Estate and Dorando Close

   A new public square with high-quality 
landscaping and public realm

Welcome to our update event on EdCity – a non-profit project to create an 
innovative new education and social hub in White City.

  www.edcity.org.uk

This event provides details of the statutory consultation we are currently undertaking under Section 77 
of the School Standards and Framework Act 2008 which relates to the necessary changes to Ark Swift’s 
playing field land. Information on the plans and how you can respond to this specific consultation can be 
found on these panels. This consultation is open until 15 April 2019.

Following wide public consultation in 
2016 and 2017, Ark submitted a planning 
application to Hammersmith & Fulham 
Council, which the Council’s planning 
committee resolved to grant consent 
for in March 2018.

CGI showing an indicative view of the office building at EdCity



2. Our vision

The proposals submitted for EdCity include:

  www.edcity.org.uk

A new, state-of-the-art Ark Swift Primary Academy 

Ark Swift Primary Academy would move straight from the existing school into brand new, 
top-class facilities. As well as state-of-the-art technology in every classroom, the new school 
would provide pupils with facilities for sports, art, cookery and IT. By providing these important 
facilities, EdCity is investing in every child at Ark Swift, helping them to get the most out of 
their primary education. Pupils will also be able to benefit from the once-in-a-generation 
opportunity provided by being part of the community at EdCity, forging links with the youth 
facility and the tenants in the new offices and education hub.

EdCity would also:
    Provide high-quality new play areas and an edible garden to teach pupils about 

gardening and food production
    Allow Ark Swift’s early-years nursery to expand and grow

An innovative youth facility for local young people

A brand new youth facility that will provide exciting opportunities, state-
of-the-art sports facilities and affordable activities to local young people.

Facilities will include a new four-court internal sports hall, which the school 
will have scheduled access to for basketball, trampolining, cricket, volleyball, 
badminton, short tennis, five-a-side football, and more, all of which are not 
currently available to pupils.

The Adult Community 
Learning Centre

This existing education facility 
will be rebuilt and expanded, 
offering a real benefit to local 
people. It will continue to be 
managed by Hammersmith & 
Fullham Council.

New homes

EdCity will include 132 new homes, with 50% affordable and the 
remainder as private rent.

The homes will be built above the school and nursery, as well as in a 
new residential building, which would also house the adult community 
learning centre on its ground floor. The homes will be completely 
segregated from all of the other elements, designed with separate 
access points.

New education hub

Ark will relocate its head office to this new building, 
which will also house other education charities and 
mission aligned organisations to provide an innovative 
workspace to promote education. 

The boulevard

This new public route will create an east-west 
pedestrian link through the site, providing access 
to the new buildings at EdCity. It will also connect 
the White City Estate and Dorando Close, improving 
links to Wood Lane, the tube stations and new 
developments in the area.

The square

A new public square will be created, providing  
high-quality landscaping and a vibrant public space. 
It will also provide access to the youth facility, adult 
community learning centre and and education hub.

Providing room for the Ofsted-outstanding Harmony 
Neighbourhood Nursery to grow 

Harmony Neighbourhood Nursery will be rebuilt and expanded, 
increasing its size to benefit up to 75 local children. By almost 
doubling its intake, the nursery will be able to benefit more families 
in the local area.

Throughout the demolition and construction programme, the nursery 
will be rehoused by Hammersmith & Fulham Council in an appropriate 
local location. We are working hard to minimise any impact on the 
nursery and on children throughout the process.

EdCity would also:
    Create new spaces for children to play
    Develop a new edible garden on a first-floor terrace



3.  Public space and  
play areas

EdCity will provide new play areas and lots of welcoming outdoor  
space for local people.

  www.edcity.org.uk

At the centre of EdCity is a landscaped boulevard, open to pedestrians and cyclists, 
providing a link between the White City Estate and Dorando Close. The boulevard would 
feature benches, trees and plants, and informal ‘play on the way’ equipment, all of which 
would make it welcoming and fun for the community.

This would create a ‘green ribbon’ through the site, creating an attractive new route,  
as well as helping with drainage.

The rooftop MUGA (Multi Use Games Area) will be available to 
Ark Swift’s students during school hours and for after school 
clubs and activities.

All of the building materials and plants 
have been chosen to fit in with the 
surrounding area.

At the eastern end of the site, the 
boulevard will open up to form a  
new square, creating a dynamic,  
high-quality space for the community 
to enjoy.
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Indicative landscape plan

In relation to the Section 77 application, the 
existing area of external space associated with the 
school is 7,124m2 (including the existing MUGA). 
The proposed school will offer a new high-quality 
purpose-built space totalling 4,711m2 (including the 
new playground, external teaching terrace and roof 
level MUGA on the adjacent youth facility).

An external terrace and 
rooftop playspace will 
also be provided as part 
of the proposed school 
design at second floor 
level, with outdoor 
teaching facilities and 
edible gardens etc.  

The proposed Nursery, 
located on the opposite 
side of the boulevard,  
will have a similar rooftop 
playspace for their 
exclusive use.



4.  Section 77 application –   
play space

As part of the plans, Ark Swift’s current sports and play facilities will be redesigned.

  www.edcity.org.uk

The plans include:

   The creation of a new outdoor, landscaped open 
playspace, featuring a running track and a high 
quality surface and multi-use play areas. 

   Removal of the unusable grass area within the 
existing playspace 

   Adjacent youth facilities that are being built as 
part of the EdCity project and will provide new, 
upgraded facilities for Ark Swift’s students. They 
will have use of a rooftop Multi-Use Games Area 
(MUGA) during the school day and for after-
school clubs and activities. They will also have 
scheduled daytime access to the four-court 
indoor sports hall for basketball, trampolining, 
cricket, volleyball, badminton, short tennis, five-
a-side football, and more – none of which are 
currently available to the pupils

Play Space Use – Current Ground Floor Plan

Play Space Use – Current First Floor Plan

Play Space Use – Proposed First Floor Plan

Play Space Use – Proposed Second Floor Plan

Key

  Hard surface games court 
for team and non-team 
games and skills practice

  Buildings

  Hard and soft play, 
informal and social areas 

  Other 

Areas Existing Proposed

   Hard surface  1142m2 1548m2

   Hard and soft play 5982m2  3163m2

Areas based on land classified as playing field land as defined in the School Standards 
and Framework Act (SSFA) for the purposes of the Section 77 application.

Play Space Use – Proposed Ground Floor Plan



CONTACT US

  www.edcity.org.uk 

    020 7323 3544  
(Monday-Friday, 9am-5.30pm) 

  edcity@camargue.uk

    EdCity consultation, c/o 7 Bayley Street, 
London WC1B 3HB

  www.edcity.org.uk

As the project involves changing land classified as playing field land, as defined 
in the School Standards and Framework Act (SSFA), Hammersmith & Fulham 
Council and Ark are required to obtain consent from the Department of 
Education (DfE). This is separate to the planning application approval.

Ark and Hammersmith & Fulham Council are required to consult with the local community and other 
interested parties in advance of submitting an application to the DfE.

This formal phase of consultation is open 
until 15 April 2019. This consultation relates 
solely to the land classified under the SSFA as 
playing field land that will be redeveloped as 
part of this project. 

Any person wishing to give their comments 
on the proposed disposal or change of use of 
the land should email: edcity@camargue.uk 
or write to: EdCity, c/o 7 Bayley Street, London 
WC1B 3HB. All feedback must be received 
in writing no later than 11.59pm on  
15 April 2019. 

ABOUT THIS CONSULTATION 
AND HOW TO TAKE PART

All comments received before the closing date will be 
considered and reported to the Secretary of State who 
will decide whether or not to grant permission for the 
disposal of the land and its change of use. Please note 
that comments may be made public and personal 
details of respondents may be made available to the 
Secretary of State for Education and other third parties 
for the purposes of this application and consultation.

Further information 
about this process 
can be found on the 
Section 77 notice, on 
the project website 
(www.edcity.org.uk) 
or on request from 
the project team.

This formal phase of consultation will take place between 7 February 2019 and 22 March 2019.   This consultation relates solely to the land classified under the SSFA as playing field land that will be redeveloped as part of this project.  This affected area is shown on technical 
plans available on the project website, www.edcity.org.uk.LBHF and Ark Schools will be holding a joint public drop-in 
session on 5 March 2019 (between 4.30pm and 6.30pm) at 
Ark Swift Primary Academy, Australia Road, London, W12 7PT. Members of the project team will attend to provide further information and answer any questions.For further information please contact the project team using the details found below.  Any person wishing to give their comments on the proposed disposal or change of use 

of the land should email: edcity@camargue.uk or write to: 
EdCity, c/o 7 Bayley Street, London WC1B 3HB.   All feedback must be received in writing no later than 11.59pm on 22 March 2019.

All comments received before the closing date will be considered and reported to the Secretary of State who will decide whether or not to grant permission for the disposal of the land and its change of use.  Please note that comments may be made public and personal details of respondents may be made available to the Secretary of State for Education and other third parties for the purposes 
of this application and consultation.

Contact us
www.edcity.org.uk
020 7323 3544
edcity@camargue.uk
EdCity, c/o 7 Bayley Street, London WC1B 3HB

SECTION 77, SCHOOL STANDARDS  AND FRAMEWORK ACT 1998
DISPOSAL AND CHANGE OF USE OF PLAYING FIELD LAND 
AT ARK SWIFT PRIMARY ACADEMY, AUSTRALIA ROAD, WHITE CITY ESTATE, LONDON W12 7PT

Context
EdCity is a proposed new education and social hub in White City.  The project proposes to redevelop the Ark Swift Primary Academy site to create a new school building, new Harmony Neighbourhood Nursery and new Adult Community Education Centre, along with new youth facilities, homes, offices and a ground floor restaurant/café.  It is a non-profit project being brought forward by the charity Ark and LBHF.

As part of the plans, Ark Swift’s current sports and play facilities, which are no longer fit for purpose, will be significantly improved.  The plans include:
  The creation of a new outdoor, landscaped open playspace, featuring a running track and a high quality surface and multi-use play areas.

  Removal of the unusable grass area within the existing playspace.

  Adjacent youth facilities that are being built as part of the EdCity project and will provide new, upgraded facilities for Ark Swift’s students.  They will have use of a rooftop Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) during the school day and for after-school clubs and activities. They will also have scheduled daytime access to the four-court indoor sports hall.

The Section 77 application and consultation
As the project involves changing land classified as playing 
field land, as defined in the SSFA, LBHF and Ark Schools is 
required to obtain consent from the Department of Education (DfE).  This is separate to the planning application approval.

Ark Schools and LBHF are required to consult with the local 
community and other interested parties in advance of submitting an application to the DfE.

Notice is hereby given that the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham (LBHF) 

and Ark Schools intends to make an Application under Section 77 of the School 
Standards and Framework Act 1998 (SSFA) to the Secretary of State for Education, for the 

disposal and change of use of land classified as playing field land at Ark Swift Primary 

Academy, Australia Road, White City Estate, London W12 7PT. 

5.  Section 77 application – 
consultation



6.  Construction and 
phasing

The phasing of the construction has been carefully prepared to minimise the 
impact on children at Ark Swift and Harmony as far as possible. The buildings on 
the southern part of the site would be built first, with the buildings on the northern 
part of the site to follow along with the construction of the public realm.

  www.edcity.org.uk

First, we would demolish the buildings shown in blue – Harmony 
Neighbourhood Nursery, the Adult Community Learning Centre and 
part of Ark Swift Primary Academy. The nursery and adult community 
learning centre would move to temporary facilities during the 
demolition and construction work.

INITIAL DEMOLITION

Construction would then start on the buildings on the southern part 
of the site, including the new Ark Swift Primary Academy building, 
with affordable housing above, as well as the new youth facility and 
education hub.

PHASE 1

When the buildings on the southern part of the site are complete, pupils 
at Ark Swift will move into the new school, and the youth facility and 
education hub will open. The empty old school building would then be 
demolished, clearing the way for the rest of the new buildings.

SECOND DEMOLITION

Once the northern part of the site is cleared, work will start to build 
the new Harmony Neighbourhood Nursery, adult community learning 
centre and additional new homes.

PHASE 2

When all of the new buildings are completed, Harmony and the 
adult community learning centre will move back to the site into 
their new facilities.

COMPLETION OF DEMOLITION AND CONSTRUCTION WORK


